**BACKGROUND:** The work relative value units (wRVUs) system was developed as a quantifier of physician labor, technical skill, medical decision-making, and training time required to complete surgical procedures.^1^ Thus, more complex surgical procedures that require greater technical skills and are more time consuming should yield a greater compensation. Historically, it is known that prosthetic breast reconstruction reimburses considerably more per hour than autologous breast reconstruction.^2^ However, there are limited data comparing wRVUs and operative times in breast reconstruction procedures.

**PURPOSE:** This study aims to compare mean operative times and wRVUs per minute across 3 different modalities of breast reconstruction.

**METHODS:** A retrospective analysis of the American College of Surgeons National Surgical Quality Improvement Program database was performed to identify all patients undergoing implant, pedicle, and free flap--based reconstruction over a 6-year period (2012--2017). Calculation and comparison of mean operative times, wRVUs, and wRVU per minute were performed.

**RESULTS:** A total of 3,167 patients were included in the analysis. A total of 2,265 (71.5%) underwent immediate implant-based reconstruction, 759 (24%) underwent immediate free flap breast reconstruction, and 143 (4.5%) underwent immediate pedicle flap--based reconstruction. Patients were distributed in unilateral and bilateral cases, and according to the use of acellular dermal matrix during implant-based reconstruction. Consistently, mean operative time was greater for free flap breast reconstruction, followed by pedicle flap and implant-based reconstruction (*P* \< 0.0001). However, wRVU per minute and dollars per minute were found to be higher for prosthetic reconstruction in all comparisons (*P* \< 0.0001).

**CONCLUSION:** In our analysis, the more complex and time-consuming procedures resulted in a lower reimbursement in dollars and wRVU per minute for the procedure.
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